Stratospheric ozone is destroyed catalytical!y by nitrogen oxides originating from N20 produced by denitrifying bacteria at the surface of the earth.
The Nitrogen Cycle and Stratospheric Ozone
Fixed nitrogen is thus reduced to N 2 and N20.
The relative amounts of N 2 and N2 ¸ generated in this denitrifying process depends on the acidity of the mediu•n. When the pH of the medipren is lower than 6.5 generation of N20 compared to N2 is favored; as much as half of the gas produced may be nitrous oxide, although the rate of the entire process is reduced [Alexander, 1971] . 
